Chelan County Sheriff’s Office

Brian Burnett, Sheriff

Law and Justice Bldg * 401 Washington Street #1 * Wenatchee, WA 98801
Phone: (509) 667-6851 * Fax: (509) 667 6860

For Immediate Release Contact: Sergeant Kent Sisson
Incident #:20C11967 — Lost Hunter Located Phone: (509)667-6864
Date: 10/18/2020 http://www.co.chelan.wa.us/sheriff

LAKE WENATCHEE - Sheriff Brian Burnett reports a 73-year old lost hunter was located by search
teams in the Meadow Creek area of western Chelan County early Sunday morning after an
extensive search which began late Saturday evening..

RIVERCOM Dispatch received the initial call concerning the missing hunter at 9:31pm Saturday
evening from family members. David Sargent of Marysville, WA had planned to hike a loop off of
the USFS 6306 Road at about 5:00pm. He was to meet up with the two other hunters in his party
prior to darkness. When Sargent did not return, the two family members searched for Sargent
having very intermittent radio contact with him. Sargent told them he was lost on a brushed in
primitive road. He did not have a pack with him which meant no light or other or survival gear.

Search teams including Lake Wenatchee Fire & Rescue, the Chelan County Sheriff’'s Office and
Chelan County Volunteer Search & Rescue began focusing on several spur forest service spur roads
off of the main 6306 road. At one point, a LWF&R team was able to reestablish family radio
communication with Sargent, however he was unable to describe his location to the rescuers. He
stated he was tired and suffering from low blood sugar complications. At approximately 1:30am,
Sargent was asked to fire a round from his rifle so his position could be triangulated. That procedure
allowed SAR coordinators to refocus searches into smaller, more targeted search areas on the 6306-
430 and 6306-400 spur roads.

At 2:24am, Sargent was located on an overgrown portion of the USFS 6306-400 (spur) road by a SAR
deputy. Sargent was hypothermic, soaking wet from rain and suffering from low blood sugar. A
search team on all-terrain vehicles - including a medic - responded to assist in getting Sargent back
to search base. He was reunited with family and transported by ambulance to Cascade Medical
Center in Leavenworth for treatment. He is in fair and stable condition.

Sheriff’s Office SAR coordinators would like to remind hunters to always carry the ten essentials of
survival while hiking (especially: water, food, light, a map, shelter, fire starter, navigation tools,
extra clothing and prescribed medications). Inquiries concerning this media release may be
directed to Sergeant Kent Sisson at the Chelan County Sheriff’s Office (509)667-6864.
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